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“Never give in - never, never, never, 

never, in nothing great or small, 

large or petty, never give in except to 

convictions of honour and good sense. 

Never yield to force;  

never yield to the apparently 

overwhelming might of the enemy.”    
- Winston Churchill 
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_____________________ 

1. Afghan Daily Outlook Articles (14 Nov 2010)     (top) 

http://www.outlookafghanistan.net/index1.html  

The Gap Between Ethics and Politics (Reader's View)     (top) 

Dear editor  

Thank you for the very latest stories, you giving and I really do appreciate your great attention to 

political issues and other critical social issues circulating in our society. The articles, which 

published mostly in pages 4 and 7 are indicating the readers the all aspects of political objects. 

But the fact that even ignored by your newspaper too is the trouble gap between ethics and 

politics. Historically there is a strong interlink between moral principles and political activities. 

But politics has no relation to the ethics. Most of social harms and troubles come from the fact 

that the politician has no commitment to the moral principles. Unfortunately, the moralists too 

have played no significant role in connecting between these two. Now it may be unacceptable for 

most of us, but it is true that the hard crises which we are encountered by today are rooted in 

this gap. It would be thankful to consider such issues more.  

Bes wishes  

Neda pagwak  

Shar-e- now. Kabul 

Government Must be the Upholder of the Rule of Law (Opinion)     (top)   

By Abdul Samad Haidari  

The fate of the Parliamentary elections conducted close to two months ago still hangs in balance. 

The highly anticipated final results of the elections have repeatedly been postponed. New twists 

and turns have sprung up that have further complicated the matters and made the resolution of 

already large obstacles even more difficult. New revelations regarding interference in the 

workings of the Independent Election Commission by certain high-ranking individuals within 

the government has been the latest in a series of events that have faced the fate of elections with 

a crisis.  

An audio tape of around 20 minutes in length in which 2 persons have a conversation has been 

leaked to the media. One voice belongs to a high-ranking government official and the other 

belongs to an employee of the Independent Election Commission. The government official 

explicitly asks the election commission employee to ensure that the names of certain candidates 

will be in the final list as the winners and certain other candidates who have been announced as 

winners will be declared as having lost the elections. The names of a number of candidates are 

clearly audible in the tape. The Independent Election Commission has conceded that the voice 

of one of the two persons audible in the tape does belong to one of its employees. The 
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Commission says the name of the employee will be sent to the Electoral Complaints 

Commission along with the audio tape for further investigation and possible disciplinary action.  

The fact is that the extent of these “certain circles” within the government peddling their 

influence and power inside both of the election commissions is more widespread and worrisome 

than thought. Ahmad Zia Rafat, spokesperson and member of the Electoral Complaints 

Commission revealed last week in a press conference that his commission has long been under 

pressure from “certain circles within the government” to alter the elections results. He once 

again reiterated the commitment of the Commission to not allowing these circles to succeed in 

derailing the elections from a path of fairness and transparency. These fissures point to deeper 

problems that our political culture still faces. They talk of the kind of maturity that is yet non-

existent in our political experience and political culture. The interference into the internal 

workings of the otherwise “Independent” Election Commission by certain high-ranking officials 

in the government is not warranted and on the other hand is quite worrisome.  

The functioning of a workable political system would require that various political entities stick 

to their defined roles and responsibilities. Such interference gravely threatens the integrity of the 

elections and further alienates the public at large from the political process in the country. In a 

democratic system such as ours, although being haphazard and with all the known and unknown 

shortcomings, there is a system of checks and balances that prevents abuse and misuse of power. 

After close to ten years, is this system of checks and balances in our political system mature 

enough to be able to play that role? The continuing large scale abuses and misuses of power 

shows the answer is no.  

When the Office of Prosecutor General, in flagrant violation of law and when its authority and 

scope of responsibilities do not include this, insists on investigating the invalidated votes, then 

we should not be surprised to see larger scale violations of law taking place. Arbitrary 

interpretation of laws in this issue by the Office of Prosecutor General in disregard of existing 

rules and regulations does not bode well for the future. It is falls within the ambit of duties of the 

Judiciary to interpret the laws and determine whether a government agency has the legal 

authority or jurisdiction over a matter. But on the other hand, the Judiciary too has, to an extent, 

failed in carrying out its prime duty of judicial review and judicial activism which are the two 

most important duties of every Judiciary.  

It is expected from the Judiciary to take the lead and carry out its constitutional role in resolving 

such differences that might arise among government agencies and also between the people and 

government. On the Other hand, the conduct of the shadowy “certain circles”, who are trying to 

alter the election results to suit their own narrow interests, is totally unacceptable. These “certain 

circles”, no doubt, consist of high-ranking individuals within the government and the efforts to 

alter the election results are systematically pursued by some of the highest officials in the 

government. Their unacceptable demands regarding invalidating certain candidates, in reality, 

amount to suppressing the democratic voices of hundreds of thousands of people who chose 

these candidates in their constituencies.  

Resorting to intimidation and illegal means should not be the way in which the government deals 

with its staunch critics who have lawfully qualified to enter the new Parliament. Attempts have 
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also been on by these “certain circles within the government” to alter the ethnic composition of 

the elections results in some of the provinces in the name of “national unity”. Now the question 

is that can the government claim that it is a pluralistic government that respects the right of all 

ethnic groups to exercise their right to vote and to determine their leaders and representatives? Is 

it not that the “national unity” that the government claims it is concerned about, should be 

legally derived from the ballot box and the results coming from the ballot box strengthen the 

“national unity”? Then the government‟s maneuvering to alter the ethnic composition of results 

in the name of “national unity” is counter-productive to the same “national unity” that the 

government claims it is concerned about.  

There is no doubt that, at present, our country Afghanistan is at a historic crossroads. The only 

way forward is to consolidate and strengthen the rule of law in the country and promote a 

democratic culture. And our government has the historic responsibility to be the torch-bearer 

and lead the masses towards this crucial goal. These unfortunate incidents and the continued 

infightings take the country away from these important goals.  

At a time when the government should be the upholder of the rule of law and be the strength to 

the democratic system in the country, it is falling short of this historic responsibility. At stake is 

the future of the country and the people. We hope that the government starts to get serious 

about being the upholder rather than breaker of the rule of law.  

Abdul Samad Haidari is the permanent writer of the Daily Outlook Afghanistan. He can be reached at 

outlookafghanistan@gmail.com  

25 Militants Join Govt in Badghis (Back Page)     (top)  

QALA-I-NAW - Twenty-five militants joined the government in the Qadis district of 

northwestern Badghis province, an official said on Saturday.  

The men, who also turned 37 weapons, including 12 mortars, nine Kalashnikovs, six machine 

guns and 10 pistols, were led by Kamaluddin in the Jora district, the deputy intelligence chief 

said. 

“I have been fighting against the government for the last two years, but now I don‟t want to 

fight anymore,” said Kamaluddin, who urged the government to offer him a job in his area.  

The intelligence officer said the insurgents were convinced by tribal elders to shun militancy. It 

was the third group to join the Badghis government in 20 days.  

Earlier, 110 guerrillas joined the government in the same district. (Pajhwok) 

US Readies Afghan Police for Security Handover (Back Page)     (top) 

KANDAHAR - On a hillside above the city of Kandahar, a US soldier demonstrates to a group 

of Afghan police how to apply a tourniquet to a bleeding leg. “ 

The next thing we‟re going to go over is what to do if someone is shot in the chest,” said the US 

Military Police officer from the 504th MP Battalion.  
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Lessons like this one at police sub-station 8, a small, heavily-fortified joint US-Afghan base, are 

taking place across the country as NATO troops rush to prepare Afghan forces to take 

responsibility for security nationwide. The Afghan police have been seen typically as corrupt, 

incompetent and largely incapable of working unsupervised by US or NATO troops. Huge 

numbers of recruits leave after a short time because of the risks they face. But despite the 

obstacles on a national level, and the sometimes fraught relations between US troops and their 

Afghan partners, both sides at police sub-station 8 insist that the training is progressing well.  

After some Afghan National Police (ANP) officers tried out the techniques demonstrated, the 

morning session moved on to crime scene procedures.  

“This is another thing we can help you with. This will help you prosecute the bad guys in 

Afghanistan,” Private Steven Van Hulle told the group of about 10 policemen as they sat in a 

courtyard below machine-gun nests.  

Nearby, a US military police sergeant took aside four senior officers to lecture them, with the aid 

of an interpreter, on leadership and the importance of setting an example to their men. Setting 

up checkpoints, clearing buildings, patrolling, engaging with the public and marksmanship are 

the other main areas the training covers. The police are seen as central to the goal of getting the 

Afghan authorities to take the lead in the fight against the Taliban, who were ousted after the 

US-led invasion in late 2001 but who continue to wage a deadly guerrilla war. There are currently 

about 80,000 police officers and US and NATO forces hope to bring that number up to 134,000 

by October next year, alongside the 170,000 personnel planned for the army by the same date.  

US military leaders back the government‟s plan for the Afghan police and army to assume 

responsibility for security by 2014, with the timetable for the handover likely to dominate an 

upcoming NATO summit. But there is still work to do, despite coalition claims of progress in 

building the capacity of local forces.  

“The Afghan police are the problem and they are the solution to the problem,” British Major 

General Nick Carter said last week before he handed over command of Afghanistan‟s volatile 

south to a US counterpart.  

American military police here say that the wider problems that afflict the force are not issues at 

this sub-station.  

“We‟ve had a couple of examples where guys have left,” said Lieutenant Derick Hoy, one of the 

MPs running the training, but added that absenteeism was not a major problem.  

On patrol, the US soldiers put the Afghans at the front so they can engage with local people and 

encourage them to go to the police station to resolve their problems. The Americans say illiteracy 

is a problem. Half of the men they are training can neither read nor write, a reflection of the high 

illiteracy rate in the country as a whole, which is estimated at up to 80 percent. They hoped to 

bring in a contractor to provide reading and writing classes for the officers, who earn around 

11,000 Afghanis (255 dollars) a month.  
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“Obviously the education poses a problem. But there are not many things out there (on the 

streets) that you need to read and write for. Back at the office the NCOs can do the paperwork.” 

said Hoy.  

Hamadullah Giagargund, 24, was one of the policemen at the morning session. “The most 

important thing I learned was how to find IEDs,” he said, referring to the improvised explosive 

devices, or homemade bombs, which are the Taliban‟s weapon of choice to kill or maim 

patrolling security forces.  

Giagargund and his classmates all said they were happy with the training, which they said was far 

better than the basic one-month course they got when they first joined the national force. (AFP)
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2. Pakistan, Afghanistan urged to work jointly for security      (top)  

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C11%5C14%5Cstory_14-11-

2010_pg7_14  

* Foreign Minister Qureshi says trouble in one country affects the other, stresses united efforts 

for peace and security in region 

Staff Report 

ISLAMABAD: A two-day conference titled „Pakistan-Afghanistan: Towards Mutual Security, 

Stability and Trade‟ concluded on Saturday with a consensus that Pakistan and Afghanistan 

should leave the past behind and strive together for a secure and prosperous future of their 

peoples.  

Participants of the conference, organised by the Institute of Strategic Studies in collaboration 

with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), recommended enhancing cross-border economic 

opportunities, more interaction between the two civil societies, better border management, 

ratification of Afghan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement, liberalisation of visa regimes, more 

educational and cultural contacts and harmonising of tariffs to curb informal trade between the 

two countries.  

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, who inaugurated the conference, said the two 

countries had joined destinies and stressed united efforts towards establishing peace and security 

in the region. He said any ill afflicting Pakistan would have implications for peace and stability in 

Afghanistan and the troubles plaguing Afghan society would adversely affect Pakistan as well.  

In his concluding remarks, Institute of Strategic Studies Chairman/Director General Tanvir 

Ahmad Khan said Pakistan‟s civil and military leadership were absolutely committed to peace 

and stability in Afghanistan. Former ambassador Ross Masood Husain and Resident 

Representative of KAS Dr Babak Khatalbari also addressed the concluding session of the 

conference.  

Earlier in the day, Sherry Rehman and an Afghan parliamentarian Sultanzai co-chaired the third 

session of the „Pakistan-Afghanistan: Prospects of Trade‟. Afghan National Journalists Union 

President Abdul Hamid Mobarez talked about historical developments of economic relations 

between Pakistan and Afghanistan during the meeting. He said the two nations were dependent 

on each other for peace and called on them to develop cooperative ties in order to overcome 

regional security threats.
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3. In One Moment in Afghanistan, Heroism and Heartbreak      (top) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/14/weekinreview/14rubin.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1&part

ner=rss&emc=rss  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynsey Addario/VII - EVE OF BATTLE Sgt. Salvatore Giunta, center, before the fight in which Sgt. Joshua 

Brennan, far left, and Spec. Hugo Mendoza, far right, would die. 

By ELIZABETH RUBIN 

Published: November 13, 2010 

Three years and three weeks ago. Dusk was falling fast on the Korengal Valley. We were 

crouched on a shrub-laden plateau some 8,000 feet up in the mountains. The soldiers were 

exhausted and cold. We‟d been sleeping in ditches for five nights. Insurgents were everywhere. 

"We could hear those insurgents on the radios saying things like: “They are all the way on the 

end at the top sitting there.” Pfc. Michael Cunningham, a deadpan Texan, said, “That is so us.” 

Actually, it was much of Battle Company of the 173d Airborne Brigade, which was spread across 

the mountains — First Platoon around Honcho Hill, watching over Second Platoon in a village 

below called Landigal. And the Taliban were itching to hit us again. 

None of this had been part of the plan for Rock Avalanche, Battle Company‟s six-day mission to 

tame the valley before the onset of winter. But then again, that is what war is, the mocking of 

plans. The reaction in those moments of mockery is why we have Medals of Honor. But no one 

knew that Rock Avalanche would be one of the defining events in the Afghan war. That Honcho 

Hill would be Afghanistan‟s Hamburger Hill. 

Two days earlier, the Taliban had ambushed Battle Company in the forests and spurs of the 

Abas Ghar ridge. At stunningly close range, they had shot and killed Sgt. Larry Rougle, one of 

Battle Company‟s best, toughest and coolest. They had wounded Sgt. Kevin Rice and Spec. Carl 

Vandenberge, two of Battle Company‟s biggest. And they had stolen night vision goggles and 
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machine guns. That‟s why, on this night, Dan Kearney, the 27-year-old captain, had sent Second 

Platoon into Landigal — to demand their stuff back from the villagers, who played dumb. 

For a day or two everyone had been in shock and mourning and out for blood. Now the fear was 

palpable. “If they can get Rougle, they can get any of us,” said Sgt. John Clinard. 

I was with Captain Kearney and his command group on the plateau and soon we were 

helicoptered, in five minutes, to the Korengal Outpost. But First and Second Platoons had to 

trek back through ambush country, under a full moon. 

As our Black Hawk left us off, rockets and machine-gun fire echoed off the valley‟s walls. First 

Platoon on Honcho Hill was getting hit. I heard Lt. Brad Winn on the radio, shouting. His boys 

needed help. Five were down. Captain Kearney radioed commands to his other platoon. “Drop 

everything, cross that river, help your brothers.” 

Snippets of information hung in the air. “Urgent wounded Josh Brennan.” “Six exit wounds.” 

“Needs a ventilator.” Kearney cursed and threw down his radio. “Eckrode leg. Valles leg.” “Who 

is the K.I.A?” “I think it‟s Mendoza.” Spec. Hugo Mendoza was a medic from El Paso and 

Arizona, Sgt. Joshua Brennan a quiet Gary Cooper type from Wisconsin. “We are in contact 

again. Enemy K.I.A. in custody. Over.” 

Kearney radioed back: “Keep bringing it on them,” and “Slasher is coming.” Someone radioed 

they could see a man making off with Brennan‟s rucksack and his M4. In came Slasher, the AC-

130, and the rucksack guy was dead. Captain Kearney took a breath and told First Sgt. La Monta 

Caldwell: “Brennan‟s probably going to die. I would go and hold his hand and pray with him.” 

Which is what Caldwell did. 

As airpower took over, thunder and lightning lit up the sky while the two platoons forded the 

river and climbed up to the Korengal Outpost. 

They were drenched. Their eyes bulging and bloodshot. Their faces stained black. Nearly 

everyone in First Platoon had a bullet hole in his vest or helmet. Sgt. Chris Shelton dropped the 

belongings of an insurgent named Mohammad Tali. Sgt. Salvatore Giunta had shot and killed 

him as he was dragging off Brennan. “His face looked like a Halloween mask,” Shelton said. “No 

brains. I got them all over my hands. I have to wash them.” The only reason they didn‟t take 

more casualties, he said, was Giunta and Gallardo. 

Hunched over, elbow on his knee, head resting on his palm, Captain Kearney began calling the 

families of the dead. 

The next morning I found Sgt. Erick Gallardo outside and Sergeant Giunta on guard duty. At 

just 23, Gallardo was the eldest in his squad and felt like the father. “Best thing is for us to be a 

family, take care of each other,” he said. “It‟s five months in and we have five K.I.A.‟s, couple 

platoons worth of Purple Hearts. Not one person in my squad got out without a bullet round. It 

doesn‟t feel good at all.” 

And they told what had happened. The platoon had waited until dark when the Apaches were 

overhead before heading out, single file, Brennan in the lead. (Brennan was always in the lead, 
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without protest. Even after he‟d been shot in the calf two months earlier when their patrol was 

ambushed. He‟d do anything for his friends.) Not 300 meters on, they fell into the ambush. 

Gallardo remembered running forward to get control of the fight, R.P.G.‟s landing in front of 

him, bullets hitting the dirt, and then one finally whacked him. 

“When I fell, Giunta thought I was hit. He tried to pull me back to cover and got shot and hit in 

the chest.” But body armor saved both of them. Gallardo got Giunta and two other men and 

said, “On 3 we are going to get Brennan and Eckrode.” They threw grenades, dropped down, 

prepped the second round, and Gallardo shouted, “Throw them as far as you can.” They found 

Spec. Franklin Eckrode wounded but trying to fix his weapon. Gallardo began dressing his leg 

and suddenly heard Giunta yelling back: “Sergeant G, they are taking Brennan away.” 

Giunta told me: “I just kept on running up the trail,” he said. “It was cloudy. I was running and I 

saw dudes plural and I was, like, „Who the hell is up here?‟ I saw two of them trying to carry 

Brennan away and I started shooting at them. They dropped him and when I looked at him, he 

was still conscious. He was missing the bottom part of his jaw. He was breathing and moving 

and I pulled him back in the ditch.” 

His voice broke. Everyone in the small observation post was failing to hold back tears. “He was 

coming to and asking for morphine and I said, „You‟ll get out and tell your hero stories and come 

visit us in Florence,‟ and he was, like, „I will, I will.‟ ” Out of the sky dropped a hoist and a medic 

and they gave him a trachea tube and Giunta kept squeezing the bag to keep him breathing. 

There was silence and fidgeting. 

And then Giunta said, “All my feelings are with my friends and they are getting smaller. I have 

sweat more, cried more, bled more in this country than my own. 

“These people,” he said, meaning the Afghans, “won‟t leave this valley. They have been here far 

before I could fathom an Afghanistan.” 

“I ran to the front because that is where he was,” Giunta said, talking of Brennan. “I didn‟t try to 

be a hero and save everyone.” 

On Tuesday Giunta will become the first living soldier to receive the Medal of Honor since 

Vietnam. He has said that if he is a hero then everyone who goes into the unknown is a hero. He 

has said he was angry to have a medal around his neck at the price of Brennan‟s and Mendoza‟s 

lives. It took three years for the Pentagon to finalize the award. And it is puzzling to many 

soldiers and families why the military brass has been so sparing with this medal during the last 

decade of unceasing warfare. 

As for the Korengal Valley, Giunta was right. The Korengalis would never leave or give up. 

Last April, after three more years of killing and dying in that valley, the Americans decided to 

leave the place to the locals. 
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4. U.S. and NATO allies to announce 'transition' strategy in Afghanistan war     (top) 

By Karen DeYoung 

Washington Post Staff Writer  

Saturday, November 13, 2010; 9:52 PM  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2010/11/13/AR2010111303551.html?sid=ST2010111305091  

The Obama administration and its NATO allies will declare late this week that the war in 

Afghanistan has made sufficient progress to begin turning security control over to its 

government by spring, months before the administration's July deadline to start withdrawing U.S. 

troops, according to U.S. and European officials.  

Even as it announces the "transition" process, which will not immediately include troop 

withdrawals, NATO will also state its intention to keep combat troops in Afghanistan until 2014, 

a date originally set by Afghan President Hamid Karzai.  

The seemingly contradictory messages, in communiques and agreements to be released at 

NATO's upcoming summit in Lisbon, are intended to reassure U.S. and European audiences 

that the process of ending the war has begun.  

At the same time, the coalition wants to signal to the Taliban - along with Afghans and regional 

partners who fear a coalition withdrawal, and Republicans in Congress who oppose it - that they 

are not leaving anytime soon.  

"We have to assemble a coherent narrative . . . that everyone buys into," said a senior 

administration official, one of several who discussed ongoing alliance negotiations on the 

condition of anonymity.  

An "enduring partnership" agreement being negotiated between NATO and Afghanistan will 

extend security support indefinitely. A bilateral U.S.-Afghanistan accord, similar to the "strategic 

framework" signed with Iraq when troop-withdrawal deadlines were set there in 2008, will 

promise long-term economic, diplomatic and security cooperation and is to be completed by 

January.  

For the administration, the agreements are a way to draw domestic attention away from 

President Obama's controversial July withdrawal pledge and toward a more "strategic" plan, 

officials said.  

But as they strive for a common strategy, each coalition member - including the United States - is 

conducting its own internal assessment of the Afghanistan mission amid high domestic 

disapproval of the war and pressure to justify its continuance. The administration is planning a 

December review of the increase in U.S. military and civilian forces that Obama announced last 

year.  
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The "surge" strategy was chosen after lengthy debates in which some officials, including Vice 

President Biden, favored narrowing the U.S. mission to attacks against al-Qaeda and its affiliates 

in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Others, including the military, successfully argued for a more 

expanded counterinsurgency strategy, with major governance and development components, in 

addition to providing security for Afghan civilians.  

"There are the same divisions as last fall," one official said. "Nobody has changed their view."  

'Different conclusions' 

Data now being collected by the White House on both military and civilian progress in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan offer support for a range of conflicting opinions.  

Gen. David H. Petraeus, the top coalition commander in Afghanistan, told Obama in early 

September that he expects to report progress in several areas, including large numbers of mid-

level Taliban commanders on the ground killed or captured, clearance of Taliban strongholds 

around Kandahar and the establishment of functioning governance, development of nonmilitary 

local defense forces, and the reintegration and reconciliation with some Taliban.  

U.S. military and civilian leaders have claimed major successes in clearing operations around 

Kandahar, but fear those gains are being jeopardized by the failure of the Karzai government to 

provide competent civilian officials and services. If the local population is not satisfied, U.S. 

officials have said, it will show little resistance to Taliban fighters expected to return with warm 

weather in the spring.  

The military, citing intelligence indicating that many Taliban fighters are unhappy with their own 

leadership and growing weary of the fight, has warned that time is short to consolidate the 

progress they have made.  

But U.S. intelligence agencies have compiled a divergent narrative of some of the facts on the 

ground. While agreeing that U.S. forces have killed large numbers of mid-level Taliban, they see 

no real change in insurgent capabilities, with commanders and fighters being quickly replaced.  

To some extent, one official said, different parts of the government "come to different 

conclusions because we want to." Petraeus has said that intelligence analysis is retrospective and 

too slow to reflect the fast-moving situation, the official said, while the intelligence agencies have 

said the military is trying to justify its ongoing mission and limit the promised withdrawals.  

"There is no intention in the White House to either elevate or quash the intelligence analysis," 

this official said. "But there is a group that would like less emphasis on this."  

The intelligence community, said another official, "thinks Petraeus is full of it." But in high-level 

sessions since September, the general's assessments have remained unchallenged. "No one argues 

with Petraeus in front of the president," this official said.  

"A lot depends on what part of the elephant you're touching," said one member of the White 

House group meeting almost daily to pore over incoming review reports. "Petraeus can point to 
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some real progress in a number of the purely military areas. Other people will look and see in 

other areas . . . that things may be more difficult."  

The objective, he said, is "trying to resolve conflicts, asking hard questions, trying to clear up 

discrepancies and present the most comprehensive picture of what we believe is happening."  

The drawdown pledge 

Policy options will not be part of the review, officials said. Rather, the principals will be 

presented with a list of areas in which decisions will have to be made. One of the questions to be 

addressed by Obama, Biden and top national security officials in the spring is how many troops 

to withdraw, and from where.  

Obama has made some converts among those who at first opposed a public withdrawal pledge. 

Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates, who initially believed the July withdrawal pledge "denied us 

flexibility," said he changed his position and "came to believe this was the right decision" after 

Obama promised to base any U.S. drawdown on "conditions on the ground."  

"If the Taliban are telling their supporters and their soldiers today, the Americans are leaving in 

July of 2011, they're going to discover very quickly in August and September of 2011 we're still 

there and we're still out there killing," Gates said in a Tuesday interview with ABC News's 

"Nightline."  

Others remain unconvinced. "It sends the wrong message, and it created a problem," Sen. John 

McCain (R-Ariz.) said of the July deadline at a Wednesday news conference in Afghanistan.  

In an interview Thursday at NATO headquarters in Brussels, NATO Secretary General Anders 

Fogh Rasmussen drew sharp distinctions between an alliance commitment to begin the 

"transition" to Afghan security control, decisions by Petraeus on where initial transitions should 

occur and decisions by member nations to withdraw their troops.  

NATO country leaders gathered in Lisbon will receive a province-by-province update on the 

situation in Afghanistan from Petraeus, including the training of Afghan soldiers and police that 

will underpin assessments of whether they are able to confront the Taliban in some provinces.  

"The summit will take the political decision," Rasmussen said, "and then the specific [transition] 

decisions will come in theater."  

Initiating process 

Under the process about to be set in motion, the first tranche of proposed transition provinces 

or districts will be approved by the North Atlantic Council, NATO's political-decision-making 

body, then by the Afghan government. Coalition troops being freed by the handover of 

responsibilities to Afghan forces will then be redeployed to other areas or tasks where they are 

still needed.  

Several candidates for transition have already been suggested. France, which fields nearly 4,000 

troops in Afghanistan, has proposed a transfer of its forces from the Surobi district in Kabul 

province to nearby Kapisa province.  
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In a Pentagon briefing Wednesday, Army Col. William Roy, a Vermont National Guard 

commander in central Afghanistan, said the local security forces he works with in Bamiyan 

province had already "taken the lead in responsibility for security" and that those in Parwan 

province would soon be ready to do so.  

New NATO member commitments for additional trainers will also be announced at the summit, 

which Karzai will attend. Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper said Thursday that his 

country would provide several hundred additional trainers after the scheduled departure of 

Canada's combat troops next summer. NATO officials are hoping for a similar pledge from the 

Netherlands, which withdrew its combat troops this year.  

Correspondent Edward Cody contributed from Brussels.  
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5. Taliban Attack NATO Base     (top)   

WORLD NEWS NOVEMBER 13, 2010, 3:53 P.M. ET   

Associated Press  

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703560504575611781734888038.html  

KABUL, Afghanistan—Insurgents wearing suicide vests Saturday stormed a major NATO base 

in eastern Afghanistan, with six of them dying in a hail of gunfire before they could penetrate the 

defenses. Ten people including three children died in a separate bombing in the north. 

The attacks—in Jalalabad in the east and Kunduz province in the north—signaled that the 

insurgents' fighting spirit hadn't been broken despite a surge of U.S. troops and firepower. They 

also demonstrated the guerrillas were capable of striking outside their traditional southern 

strongholds of Kandahar and Helmand provinces, areas that are the focus of the U.S. surge. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization also reported that insurgents killed three coalition 

service members Saturday in southern Afghanistan, but it did not provide further details or 

nationalities. So far this year, 629 U.S. and international troops have died in Afghanistan, 

according to a count by The Associated Press. 

The violence underscored continued instability in the country a week before a NATO summit in 

Lisbon, Portugal, to discuss shifting responsibility for security to Afghan forces. U.S. President 

Barack Obama also is due to present a review of his war strategy next month. 

The Taliban have targeted several U.S. and NATO installations in recent years with attacks that 

often do little damage but serve as a reminder that the insurgents are able to strike at the core of 

the international mission and to enjoy relative freedom of movement across the country despite 

coalition offensives and an infusion of thousands additional international forces. 

Afghan and coalition troops have killed and captured hundreds of insurgents in recent months as 

they target midlevel commanders in their effort to break the back of the insurgency. They also 

have disrupted insurgent supply routes, especially in the south. 

 

Saturday's attempted ambush of the base in Jalalabad, about 75 miles east of Kabul on the main 

road between the Afghan capital and the Pakistan border, was the second against it in five 

months. 

Several gunmen attacked an Afghan army checkpoint outside the heavily fortified coalition base 

at dawn, sparking a gun battle that lasted at least two hours as NATO helicopters fired from 

above. 

Six insurgents were killed, including two who were wearing explosives-laden suicide vests, 

according to the international military coalition. No NATO or Afghan troops were killed, the 

coalition said. 

Back to Top 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703560504575611781734888038.html


  16 

Taliban spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid said there were 14 attackers and 11 of them were killed, 

though the insurgent group typically gives inflated numbers. 

An Associated Press photographer at the scene saw three dead bodies laid out, all in Afghan 

army uniforms, which militants often wear as a disguise. An AK-47 assault rifle, a rocket-

propelled grenade launcher and a grenade were laid out nearby. 

The same base was targeted in June with a car bomb, rocket-propelled grenades and automatic 

weapons although the militants again failed to breach its defenses. Eight militants were killed in 

that attack. 

NATO said it would not be deterred by the attack, the second against an eastern outpost in the 

past two weeks. Insurgents attacked an observation post in Paktika province on Oct. 30, and 

NATO said at least 40 Taliban fighters were killed before the attackers retreated. 

The coalition "will continue to work with our Afghan partners to establish a safe and peaceful 

Afghanistan,'' said NATO spokesman U.S. Army Col. Rafael Torres. 

With NATO focusing its counterinsurgency campaign in the southern provinces of Kandahar 

and Helmand, the security situation in the east and north has steadily been deteriorating. 

On May 18, a Taliban suicide bomber attacked a NATO convoy in the capital, killing 18 people 

including six NATO service members—five Americans and a Canadian. The next day, dozens of 

Taliban militants attacked the main U.S. military base, Bagram Air Field, killing an American 

contractor in fighting that lasted more than eight hours. 

Insurgents often are repelled before they can inflict much damage, but not always. In one of the 

worst ground attacks of the war, hundreds of insurgents stormed a remote outpost in the 

mountainous Nuristan province near the Pakistan border on Oct. 3, 2009, killing eight 

Americans and three Afghan soldiers. Some 150 insurgents also were killed in the fighting that 

ensued. 

The bomb in Kunduz was hidden in a motorbike and apparently targeted a senior police officer 

as he drove by in the Imam Sahib district. Commander Mohammad Manan and one of his 

bodyguards were among those killed, said Abdul Qayum Ebrahimi, the district police chief.
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6. Afghan minorities fear peace talks with Taleban (AP)     (top)   

Khaleej Times Online 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle08.asp?xfile=data/international/2010/November/

international_November663.xml&section=international  

13 November 2010 

PANJSHIR VALLEY, Afghanistan — President Hamid Karzai‟s moves to make peace with the 

Taleban are scaring Afghanistan‟s ethnic minorities into taking their weapons out of mothballs 

and preparing for a fight. 

Mindful that Karzai‟s overtures come with NATO‟s blessing, and that US and NATO forces will 

eventually leave, they worry that power will shift back into the hands of the forces they helped to 

overthrow in 2001.  

Such a peace deal won‟t be easy in a country with a complex ethnic makeup and a tradition of 

vendetta killings. With ethnic and tribal differences having sharpened during the violence of the 

last 30 years, there‟s little indication that Karzai‟s overtures are gaining much traction.  

Still, some mujahedeen — commanders of the Northern Alliance of minority groups that fought 

the Taleban — are taking no chances. They speak openly of the weaponry they have kept despite 

a UN disarmament drive.  

In the Panjshir Valley, heartland of the Northern Alliance, Mohammed Zaman says that when 

the UN came looking for weapons, „the mujahedeen gave one and hid the other 19.‟  

„We have plenty of weapons, rocket launchers and small arms and we can get any kind of 

weapons we need from the gun mafias that exist in our neighboring countries,‟ he said. „All the 

former mujahedeen from commander to soldier, they have made preparations if they (the 

Taleban) come into the government.‟  

Zaman was speaking to The Associated Press at the grave of Ahmad Shah Massoud, the 

charismatic Tajik leader who commanded the Northern Alliance and died in an Al Qaeda suicide 

bombing two days before the Sept. 11 attacks that provoked the US invasion.  

Somah Ibrahim, a UN spokesman, said 94,262 small arms and 12,248 heavy weapons were 

collected by the time the disarmament program ended in 2005. But fewer than half of them were 

destroyed; some went to the army and police, which many of the militiamen joined.  

The Hazara, a mainly Shia ethnic group, are also worried.  

„We have lots of weapons but they are not modern weapons. They are simple weapons,‟ said 

Abbas Noian, a Hazara legislator.  
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„It is very bad, America announcing they will leave Afghanistan. It has given more power to the 

militants, more energy. Already we minorities are afraid. We want peace but we are afraid of a 

strong Taleban,‟ he said.  

In late 2009, President Barack Obama spoke of starting a gradual pullout in July 2011 if 

conditions allowed, but then clarified that he was not envisaging a mass exodus at that time. 

Lately, attention has lately shifted to 2014, when Karzai expects his forces to be ready to take the 

lead in securing Afghanistan.  

Fahim Dashti, a Tajik, was present when the bombers blew up Massoud. He survived with 

scarred hands and arms and now edits the English-language Kabul Weekly. Dashti says the 

minorities began rearming about 18 months ago.  

„The reason is because we don‟t know who President Karzai is talking to and what he is saying, 

but we feel the agenda of the government is to Pashtun-ize the government, the re-

Talebanization of the system,‟ he said.  

Most Taleban are Pashtun, the country‟s majority ethnic group.  

„We are afraid,‟ Dashti said. „We have the experience already of the Taleban. We know who they 

are and what they have done to other ethnic groups.‟  

Karzai‟s spokesman did not respond to requests for comment on the reports of rearmament.  

The Taleban came to power in 1996 after years of civil war, imposed a harsh brand of Islam and 

played host to Osama bin Laden and his Al Qaeda fighters. After the U.S.-led coalition invaded, 

the Northern Alliance militias gained control in a U.N.-crafted agreement. Karzai, a Pashtun with 

no militia of his own, became president.  

But the Pashtuns felt sidelined in the new order, and analysts say their resentment has helped to 

reinvigorate the Taleban. Now the minorities worry that Karzai, besieged by allegations of 

corruption, may be returning to his Pashtun base for his political survival.  

„The expectation is that insecurity will increase, that the hold of the government will slip even 

further, and that sooner or later it is all going to disintegrate,‟ said Martine van Bijlert director 

and co-founder of the Afghan Analysts Network, an independent think tank.  

„Many fear that it will be like the early 1990s, when there was civil war in Afghanistan and 

everyone fought everyone,‟ she said.  

Abdullah Abdullah, a close associate of the assassinated Massoud and loser to Karzai in the 

fraud-ridden 2009 presidential election, blamed the US He said its talk of withdrawal 

emboldened the Taleban.  

„People are rearming in some parts of the country,‟ he said. „Who is going to protect them against 

the Taleban? NATO? Karzai?‟
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7. Vehicle-bomb blast reported near NATO convoy     (top) 

12 Nov 2010 

http://afghanistan.blogs.cnn.com/2010/11/12/vehicle-bomb-blast-reported-near-nato-convoy/  

A vehicle bomb exploded near a military base on the edge of Kabul Friday, injuring at least one 

person, authorities said. 

Initial reports say the blast happened as a convoy passed by with troops with the NATO-led 

International Security Assistance Force, the force said in a statement. The blast occurred near 

Camp Julien, where ISAF troops train Afghan forces as well as some newly arriving coalition 

soldiers. 

Earlier reports said the attack killed one person, but Afghan police sources later the bomb 

caused an injury. 

The attack also was near Darul Aman palace, a vacant structure built in the 1920s that through 

the years has been destroyed by fire, turned into a museum, used as a defense ministry and 

shelled by the mujahedeen after the Soviets left. 

In a separate incident, ISAF said a service member was killed Friday in eastern Afghanistan as 

the result of an insurgent strike. The precise location and the nationality of the service member 

were not disclosed.
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8. UK: The ‘Thick Man of Europe’      (top) 

By NEIL BERRY | ARAB NEWS  

12 Nov 2010 

http://arabnews.com/opinion/columns/article188293.ece  

THE retiring UK special envoy to Afghanistan and Pakistan, Sir Sherard Cowper-Cowles, 

doubts that Afghanistan can ever be stabilized by force of arms.  

Meanwhile, events themselves are making a mockery of the central US/British claim that the war 

in Afghanistan is crucial to Western security and that to abort it would be hugely to increase the 

terrorist threat facing Western countries. 

The intercepted US-bound air freight bomb and the case of the British Muslim student, 

Roshonara Choudhry, who has been jailed for 15 years for stabbing East London Labour MP 

Steven Timms, had no discernible connection with Afghanistan; both can by all accounts be 

traced back to the Yemen-based jihadist Anwar Al-Awlaki. Here were two terror attacks that 

could have occurred on Western soil notwithstanding the billions being spent on Western 

military efforts to stop Afghanistan serving as a breeding ground of terrorism. How much more 

proof, it might be wondered, is needed to demonstrate that the war in Afghanistan is incapable 

of fulfilling its trumpeted security objectives? Yet in the mainstream British media there has been 

barely even minimal acknowledgment of the significance for foreign policy of the foiled bomb 

plot or of Choudhry‟s murder attempt. 

It seems extraordinary in the circumstances that public questioning of the Afghan deployment 

has not redoubled. For how can the argument now be credibly sustained that fighting against 

enemies of the West in Afghanistan is even going to lessen, let alone extinguish, the possibility of 

acts of terrorism being perpetrated in Britain? The argument had, to be sure, already been 

compromised by the 7/7 homegrown London bombers, whose actions could be only tenuously 

linked to Afghanistan. What can be persuasively argued is that US and British fighting in 

Afghanistan has done much to jeopardize Western security.  

YET if there has been scant reappraisal of the logic of the Afghan deployment, the pride many 

Britons feel in British soldiers, or believe they ought to indicate that they feel in them, has been 

vastly in evidence. This year the wearing of poppies as an act of remembrance of soldiers who 

died in two world wars and as a symbol of support for soldiers currently engaged in defending 

Britain became more conspicuous than ever before. A gesture that used to be chiefly confined to 

“Remembrance Day” on Nov. 11 now manifests itself weeks beforehand, with almost everyone 

who appears on British television wearing poppies from around mid-October until 

Remembrance Day itself. It is as if they are vying with one another to parade their patriotic 

credentials, to show how much they care about those who died in past wars and those who are 

now risking their lives in Afghanistan. 

Back to Top 

http://arabnews.com/opinion/columns/article188293.ece


  21 

It is in the nature of the case that by signaling support for Britain‟s troops, the nation‟s television 

networks are vouchsafing discreet endorsement to British foreign policy. The impression of 

national unanimity thus conveyed is more than a little coercive. Because he insists on wearing a 

poppy only on Remembrance Day itself, as was formerly the custom, the presenter of Channel 4 

News, Jon Snow, is denigrated as a pariah. In the process, the issue of the rationale for 

continuing to wage war in Afghanistan gets brushed aside in favor of personalized comment 

about the specific issue of a television celebrity‟s objection to “poppy fascism”. 

THIS year a group of British ex-servicemen wrote to The Guardian newspaper to protest that 

the original meaning of the annual poppy appeal as a “somber commemoration of the war dead 

and the horrors of military conflict” was in danger of being betrayed. A day that should be about 

peace and remembrance is, they fear, being turned into a “monthlong drum roll of support for 

current war”, with the result that the true horror and futility of military combat is forgotten. An 

accompanying Guardian news report quoted an ex-serviceman with a particular distaste for the 

way poppy wearing is used to “sanitize” the grim reality of conflict. He told the paper he would 

like to “throw a bucket of blood into British living rooms every night to show people the true 

meaning of war”.  

Distracting attention from widespread anti-war sentiment, the poppy cult effectively throttles 

discussion of Britain‟s abiding military involvement in Afghanistan. It often seems as if Britain‟s 

poppy-wearers are caught up in some bizarre psychodrama rooted in a yearning to believe that 

Britain is still a great world power with essentially noble aims: The defense of civilization and 

democracy against the forces of darkness, forces that 70 years ago were represented by Nazi 

Germany and which are now felt to be epitomized by the Taleban and Al-Qaeda.  

What is above all reflected in the protracted wearing of poppies (it is a phenomenon without 

parallel in other countries) is blind national self-righteousness. It is a mindset that bodes nothing 

but ill, suggesting as it does a pathological inability to grasp the inflammatory effects on Muslims 

everywhere of the bellicose US-led foreign policy that Britain has doggedly pursued in recent 

years.  

Far from being recognized as a major wake-up call, a compelling reason to engage in fresh 

strategic thinking as a matter of urgency, the air freight bomb plot and Roshonara Choudhry‟s 

assassination attempt have simply been presented in the British media as chilling news stories. 

There is little sign of any effort being made to ponder their larger implications. In a droll allusion 

to 19th century descriptions of Ottoman Turkey as the “sick man of Europe”, the sometime 

Conservative Minister George Walden once remarked that Britain had turned into the “thick 

man of Europe”. But from the country‟s reaction to recent events you could be forgiven for 

concluding that present-day Britain is not so much intellectually deficient as uneducable.  

What is now looming for Britain and the West is the worst of all possible worlds: The 

perpetuation of a financially ruinous, utterly counterproductive war and terrorist attacks in 

Western cities.   

(neil-berry@tiscali.co.uk/en.bee@hotmail.co.uk)  
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9. Draw down U.S. troops if Afghanistan progress lags, panel recommends      (top)   

By Laurie Ure, CNN 

November 12, 2010 5:06 p.m. EST 

http://www.cnn.com/2010/POLITICS/11/12/afghanistan.report/  

STORY HIGHLIGHTS 

The report was put together by a bipartisan, independent task force 

It also recommended a long-term partnership with Pakistan, if Pakistan meets conditions  

The task force was sponsored by the Council on Foreign Relations  

Washington (CNN) -- The United States should consider drastically cutting the number of 

troops in Afghanistan unless the current strategy starts to show signs of progress, a new report 

says. 

The 98-page independent task force report, sponsored by the Council on Foreign Relations, also 

says the United States should invest in a long-term partnership with Pakistan, but only if Pakistan 

takes action against all terrorist organizations. 

The report encompasses analysis and recommendations on U.S. policy in Afghanistan and 

Pakistan from a 25-member bipartisan task force composed of high-profile military and national 

security experts. It was chaired by former Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage and 

former National Security Adviser Samuel "Sandy" Berger. 

The group "conditionally" endorses the current U.S. policy in Afghanistan, including plans for a 

conditions-based military drawdown in July 2011, but warns that America "cannot afford to 

continue down this costly path" without the potential for lasting progress. 

At a news conference Friday discussing the report, Armitage, who served as deputy secretary of 

state under President George W. Bush, was critical of his former boss. 

"After acknowledging that President Obama got a bad lie from the Bush administration 

regarding Afghanistan, we do salute his attempt at the surge to rectify the situation," Armitage 

said. 

But Armitage emphasized that Obama needs to have a "very deep, clear-eyed review of the 

situation," and that if "real progress is not deemed to have been made, a majority of us suggest 

that we change the mission to a much different mission, one of counterterror and continued 

training of the Afghan National Security Forces." 

Regarding Pakistan, Armitage said the government there needs to do a better job pursuing and 

disabling Pakistan-based terror groups such as the Haqqani Network and Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, in 

the same way that it worries about the Pakistani Taliban. 
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"If we can't be successful in either jaw-boning, pressuring, or 'sticks-and-carroting' them into this 

(fighting the Haqqani Network and Lashkar-e-Tayyiba), then in the long run we are dealing with 

a very dangerous situation," he warned. 

The independent report, titled "U.S. Strategy for Pakistan and Afghanistan," precedes the 

Obama administration's planned review of U.S. policy in Afghanistan, due in December. 

The task force panel asks whether the "cloudy picture and high costs" should push the United 

States to "downsize its ambitions and reduce its military presence in Afghanistan." 

"After nine years of U.S. war in the region, time and patience are understandably short," the 

report reads, acknowledging America's huge budget deficits and sluggish economic recovery. 

The task force recommendations for Afghanistan include, among others, shifting a greater 

burden of that country's security to Afghan forces, and encouraging political reform, national 

reconciliation, and regional diplomacy. 

Regarding Pakistan, the panel recommends that the United States maintain existing levels of 

economic and technical assistance for reconstruction efforts after that country's devastating 

summer floods, and expanding training and equipment for police, paramilitaries, and the 

Pakistani army. 
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10. INTERVIEW-Afghan opium price soars, new planting feared      (top)    

Source: Reuters 

By Ian Simpson 

12 Nov 2010 13:37:31 GMT  

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SGE6AB0DV.htm  

* Opium price up 165 pct yr/yr in September 

* Hashish price up 140 pct 

* Speculation about 2011 crop driving upturn 

KABUL, Nov 12 (Reuters) - Afghan opium prices are soaring, prompting fear that farmers will 

switch to planting poppies and reverse gains in cutting output, the head of the United Nations' 

Afghanistan narcotics office said. 

Afghanistan produces about 90 percent of the world's opium, used to make heroin, and prices 

have hit six-year highs as market speculation builds about the 2011 crop, Jean-Luc Lemahieu, 

head of the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in Kabul, said. 

"We are giving out the warning to everybody involved, that this year is not business as usual," he 

told Reuters. 

"We have an extraordinary situation of very high prices," he warned, adding that higher 

production would result "if we do not act accordingly". 

Last year's opium crop was devastated by a poppy fungus that cut production by 48 percent, to 

3,600 tonnes, driving prices higher, according to U.N. figures. 

Opium production is centred in southern and western provinces, especially the Taliban 

strongholds of Helmand and Kandahar, and helps fund the insurgency. 

Opium was selling in September for an average of $207 a kg in Afghanistan, a 165 percent 

increase from the year before and up 3 percent from August, Lemahieu said. 

The price of cannabis resin more than doubled to $125 a kg in September, up from $52 the year 

before. 

"INCOME ADDICTION" 

The Kabul government, foreign donors and international agencies have campaigned for years to 

switch farmers off poppies, eradicate fields, destroy drug labs and prosecute traffickers. 

The area cultivated in poppies fell to 123,000 ha (304,000 acres) this year, down 36 percent from 

2007, according to UNODC figures. Twenty of Afghanistan's 34 provinces are poppy-free. 

Back to Top 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SGE6AB0DV.htm


  25 

But Lemahieu said farmers could switch over to poppies because of higher prices as well as 

pressure from money-lenders and traffickers. 

"You get a kind of income addiction" from opium, he said. 

"At the actual price of opium and cannabis, we are definitely afraid a lot of farmers may decide 

to go for the opium and cannabis instead of the licit crop," Lemahieu said. 

Afghanistan is one of the world's poorest countries after more than three decades of war and 

civil unrest. 

Farmers are estimated to generate $604 million in income from opium this year, up 38 percent 

from last year, according to a UNODC report in September. 

"You don't want to have progress of recent years undone because of high prices," Lemahieu 

said. 

Instead of a "silver bullet" cash crop that would compete with opium in terms of price, 

Afghanistan needed to focus on improving the quality of life of the farming communities, which 

means more than income alone, he said. 

Secure access to markets, and food, heath and general security are as important as roads and 

bridges, he said. 

In one sign of increasing international cooperation about Afghan drug trafficking, U.S. and 

Russian agents destroyed drug labs and nearly a tonne of heroin in a joint raid in Afghanistan last 

month.  

(Editing by Paul Tait and Sugita Katyal) 
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